
Parent Council Meeting 
September 24, 2018 - 6 p.m. 

 
 
Attendance:   Marilyn Beattie, James Kenny, Margo Doherty, Terra 
Merkley, Amanda Johnston, Brittany Hutt, Karie Smail, Joe-Anne 
Vaal Henke, Donna Gladstone, Chris Bourne 
 
Chris welcomed everyone to our first meeting.  He announced Joe-
Anne and James will be Co-Chairs this year.   
 
Admin Update: 
 
$685 was left in an account Benson had open.  It will be deposited 
into our main account. 
 
The reading programs are about to begin (money approved at our 
last meeting in May), $650 for 5 classes and $520 for the whole 
school. 
 
Outdoor classroom: 
 
The construction of the outdoor classroom has to be put out to 
tender.   The next step is to wait for bids and then the planning can 
happen.  It looks like it will begin in the spring.  Hopefully the trees 
will be in this fall.  We are hoping to get 20 ft. trees for $500 each, 
installed. 
 
We had a smooth September and drop off and pick up are running 
great.  The average class size is 20 students, with Mr. Davis having 
the largest class.   The renos for this year are almost done.  Some 
final touches to be completed.  There are also cameras in the 
hallways and outside. There will be 2 more years of construction.  



Next years’ renos will begin at the staff room and continue down the 
hall.  This will also include an accessible lift for the stage. 
 
The kids all had a great time at the Spencerville Fair.  All the 
students have a chance to paint a pumpkin for Pumpkin Inferno at 
Upper Canada Village. 
 
Another exciting thing to come is at the front entrance we will be 
giving each student rock to paint and place at the front entrance to 
the school along with some shrubs. 
 
Toonies for Terry will take place the kids will be walking around the 
schoolyard in the afternoon.  
 
School pictures will be October 5th with retakes being held on 
October 30th.  We are hoping to get a group picture outside if the 
weather is nice. 
 
Jungle Sport is a company that sets up a high ropes course in the 
gym of your school.  The cost is $4000 /4 days.  Council did not 
approve but we will consider sharing the cost.   
 
The Safe Schools committee will meet 20 min before each PC 
meeting.  Safety, emergency plans and policies will be discussed. 
 
Teaching update: 
 
Kindergarten: 
Working on letters and sounds – S, A, T.  also listening to the phonics 
song.  Counting and recognizing numbers 1-10.  Discussing feelings 
and emotions and learning about their new routines at school. 
Learning about the seasons and the changes to come.  They will be 
going on a nature walk next week if the weather is nice.  In French 



they are counting, learning colours and staring simple questions and 
answers.  Like what is your name? how are you? Etc. 
 
Grade 1/2 - Mrs. Pozer: 
In language they are working on learning comprehension and 
finding the main idea in a story.  Using brainstorming webs to 
support ideas.  Learning about the 5-star sentence.  Kids are also 
involved in a home reading program with incentives to read more.  
Each week a new list of spelling words will be going home with a 
test every Friday.  In Math they are sorting objects into categories by 
size and colour.  Comparing numbers and how they are represented.  
In Science they are learning about energy, input and output, learning 
about the sun and how important it is in our lives.  In Art they are 
studying visual art in their homes and community.   In French they 
are going over classroom routines, counting, the calendar, speaking 
in French and following directions. 
 
Grade 1/2 - Ms. Messenger: 
The students have been sharing important events of the weekend 
during weekly sharing time.  They have started to write a weekly 
journal and reviewing correct letter formations.  In Math they have 
been busy taking surveys and creating graphs.  Also they have been 
working on patterns and labeling.  In science they are discussing 
energy they need and use, as well as different sources.   In gym they 
have been having a lot of fun on the new play structure.  
 
Grade 3/4 – Mrs. Emmell: 
In language they are working on cursive writing and writing proper 
paragraphs. In Science they are learning about plants and animals.  
The students are learning about health living, eating and lifestyles.  
In math they are working on 2 digit adding and subtracting.  In 
French, they are learning classroom routines.  Counting and number 
recognition. They are learning simple messages, staring to read and 
will be working up to an oral presentation. 



    
Grade 4/5 – French (Ms. Dobrik): 
they are reading and having an early look at verbs.  They have a 
vocabulary list and will be staring to build up to an oral 
presentation. 
 
Grade 6 – Mrs. Johnston: 
In science they are learning about energy types and how they work.  
In math they are learning about representing numbers.  In language 
they are writing a predictive report.  In gym they are having fun 
playing soccer and playing cooperative games.  In French, they are 
working on an oral presentation about themselves. 
 
Hot Lunch: 
 
We will begin in October.   We will be alternating pizza and Subway 
again this year.  Terra has been in contact with Big Slice in Cardinal 
to see if they are interested in supplying our pizza.  A freezer has 
been donated to the hot lunch program.   
The fridge that was brought from Benson quit over the summer and 
a new one was purchased with the help of Reid’s Dairy and Nutrition 
for Kids.   
 
Fundraising: 
The Fall Fair is scheduled for Thursday October 18th 4-7 pm. 
Possibly have Stingers supply some outdoor games, petting zoo, 
simple fair games such as 3-legged race, ring toss etc., spaghetti 
dinner, police presence, fire department, Independent Grocer, Dr 
Holmes to have booths, possibly the Coast Guard.  Karie will check 
into the Scouts cooking and serving the dinner.  We would like to do 
a pre sale for the dinner and admission.    Possibly: $10/adults 
$5/child 
Admission will include dinner, games.  Additional costs inside will 
include, popcorn, face painting, cotton candy and a pie in the face 



(Chris’s face!)  We will plan to eat inside in the gym.  We would like 
to advertise as well, to make it a community event.  The info will go 
home the beginning of October. 
We will also have a raffle to raise additional funds. 
 
 
 
Next meeting: 
Monday October 29th.  
 
 
 


